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Government of the District of Columbia
Office of the o ko Qffice of Planning
Directer —— 801 North Capitol Street, N.E.,

Washington, D.C. 20002
April 16, 1999

MEMORAMDUM
Compliss wiih s o i

ons G J :

TO: Edgar T. Nunley, Chief Zomng Reg ul;. ) ?
Zoning Review Branch - e ’ ’

Deparment of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs

FROM: John Fondersmith W3
Transition Coordinator _.cm__

SUBRJECT: Comment on Antenna Application for 4623 41% Street, N.W.

The Office of Planning (OP) has reviewed the antenna applicaf:ion for 4623 41" Street, N.W. pursuant to
subsections 201.6, 701 .6, 701.8 and 701.9 of the Zoning Regulations.

BACKGROUND

The applicant, American Tower Systems, wishes to construct a new 736-foot high digital television
rransmission antenna tower at 4623 417 Street, N.W. to replace the three smaller antenna towers on the
site in Square 1769, The new antenna will be used for digital 1elecasts by WILA and WUSA television
stations. Square 1769 is located in the northwest quadrant of the District, immediately east of Wisconsin
Avenue and is bounded by Chesapeake Street on the north, 40" Street on the east, Brandywine Street on
the sonth and 41* Street on the west, Upon completing the new tower, the older towers will be razed and
a total of 169 antennas will be moved from the existing towers to the new tower. Additionally, the
antenna tower area will be enclosed with a wrought iron fence, with landseaping in front of the fence,
and a twa-story television studio will be constructed on the site,

The antenna tower at 4623 41 Street, N.W. is located in a C-2-B zone district, The area surrounding the
tower contains a number of existing antennas and an approximately 300-foot high antenna 1ower,

CONCLUSION

The Federal Commuuications Commissioo (FCC) has approved the height and location of the proposed
antenna tower, Additionally, aceording to Section 701.6 (g) of the Zoning Regulations, an antenna tower
for television and radio broadcasting in conjunction with the erection, alteration or wse of buildings for
transmission Or réception equipment is permitted as a matter-of-right in a C-1 or less restrictive zone
district, Therefore, OP recommends approval of the antenna tower as being consistent with the intent of
subsections 201.6, 701.6, 701.8 and 701.9 of the Zoning Regulations.
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